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give. That he was perfectly aware of this effect of his ut-
terances, is not to be questioned. He had thought the
matter out most earnestly, as the letters that I have quoted
show, and he had reached the conclusion that he must make
the fight for the principles dearest to his heart, or leave
them to be abandoned without a struggle. That there was
no possibility of his own election, or of political advantage
of any kind for himself, he was too shrewd a man pot to
perceive. Had he been seeking such advantage he would
have refrained from saying what was not at all needed to
bind his radical followers more closely to him, and what
was certain to drive away .thousands who would have re-
mained with him had he kept silent. His answer to the
seven governors, on February 24, 1912, was as follows:

"I deeply appreciate your letter, and I realize to the full
the heavy responsibility it puts upon me, expressing as it
does the carefully considered convictions of the men elected
by popular vote to stand as the heads of government in
their several States.

"I absolutely agree with you that this matter is not one
to be decided with any reference to the personal preferences
or interests of any man, but purely from the standpoint of
the interests of the people as a whole. I will accept the
nomination for President if it is tendered to me, and I
will adhere to this decision until the convention has ex-
pressed its preference. One of the chief principles for
which I have stood and for which I now stand, and which
I have always endeavored and always shall endeavor to re-
duce to action, is the genuine rule of the people; and there-
fore I hope that so far as possible the people may be given
the chance, through direct primaries, to express their pref-
erence as to who shall be the nominee of the Bepubliean
Presidential Convention."

Writing to me at Panama on March 18, 1912, he said:
"Do not get the idea into your head that I am going to win
in this fight. It was a fight that had to be made and there
was no alternative to my making it."